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i wo! aaa. 
F AN JM 
From the Ghiliren of 
light, ( to them thc askes ) in 
ſeveral particulars, why we have 
been kept from joyning to, or 
worſhipping in, thoſe formes at Law, 
and formes of worſhips, that nave 
been 1npoſed upon us againſt our 


conſciences,an theſe late years, 


for denying whereof, we have ſo 
deeply ſuffered,with our lives, EE 
Liberties, and Eſtates. oh 


Alſo what we owne, as to thoſe 
things, and can be obedient ro for Con- 
ſcience ſake , according to truthy and 


the practiſe of the Church of 
Ghriſt, and the Scriptures.” 
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DO 


For our rejoycing 15 this, the teſtimony of our 
Conſcience ; T hat 1n ſimplicity and godly 
ſimcerity , not with fleſhly wiſdome, but by 
the grace of God, we have had our conver= 
ſation ia the world, 2 Cor. 1, 12, 
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and Adouth neare Alderſgaty, 1660, 


w ®@ 


C43 


For as much as many have 
deſired to know the ground in 


particulars, of our differences 
in faith and worſhip towards 
God, And in ſome things as to 
the outward formes at Law, 
which men have ſought to 
#mpoſe upon #s in theſe late 
geares 5 and alſs what we 
would deſire therein 5 there- 
ore is this written following, 
towards the ſatisfying of eve- 
ry honeft deſire, who loves the 
"Av. of Chriſt, 


Here is no kingdome nor people 
can truely be ſaid to be the Lords 
and his Chriſts, but as they come to 


be guided and governed by the 
Law ofhis Spirit in their Conſciences, which 
Spirit and anoynting all muſt wait for, even 1Jobn 3.27, 
from the King that ſits on high, to the leaft 
place of government in any people, That 
with it all may know Judgement, and to doe Iſa. 5. 6. 
Juſtice, which is of God,and not of men, That 2 Chro.1g.6 
he may be known,to be the anoynting of Kings, 
and to Fudge among the Fudges, whole right it 
is of old, and God hath given it to him by an 
everlaſting generation, even aſter the powe 
"ba . A 2 
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and order of an endle/Þ life, That in him and 
in his ſeed may nations and kingdoms be 
bleſſed with peace, even through and in his 

Iſa.6. 9 Righteous government ; for God the Father ac- 

*-*- cepts neither perſons, lawes, nor govern- 
ments, how prudently ſoever they be made, 
if they be not in him, and from him, and for 
him ; becauſe ſor him, was made all foules 
that move, not onely in earth, but in heaven 
alſo ; All ſianes, and ſeaſons, types and ſha- 
dows, worſhip and ſabbath was made for 

PMat. 12. 3, him the ſon of man, And no fleſh breathing, 
nor Spirits neither, men or Angels hath any - 

3. true power or right, but as they receive it in 

him, and {© uſe it to him, and for him, over 
Be. 2, to, ally of theſe things vi/ible or inviſible, to rule, 
force, or order, no not over his own body, 
but by uſurpation; and for the time that he,or 
thev, {1a!l hold that power, andnotin him, 
as aforeſaid, tney ſhall be under the curſe of 
God, not eftablithed in peace and righteouſ- 
neſſc, but in tyranny and oppreſſion 3 with 
force, or with flattery, muſt ſuch rule in their 
Cay, untill their meaſure of time, and ſin, be 
fulfilled, In which the vengeance of the Al- 
mighty thall remove them far away, one 
their names ſhall remain as a curſe to thoſe 
that come aſter. Thus God will plead the 
| Cauſe ofhis own ſeed, and overturne, and 
thake nations and kingdoms, untill the earth 
know that the heavens miſÞ Reigne, and the 
Pan, 4, 25+ {tout of heart confeis that the head of every 
man 5 Chriſt, And that God hath made this 
AT; 2. 35. fame Jeſus ( which men hath rejefed) both 

T ord t« Chrijt,which in his time he ſhall ſhew 

+ to be the onely Potentate, King of Kings, and 
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ord of Lords, who onely hath immontelity A 
dweling inthe light, where he ſits at the right 
hand of power till God ſhall make all his toes 
his footitoole. 

Now this is that we wait for in every ap- 
pearance and face of authoritie that comes 
up, to wit, the face of Jeſus our righteous 
King and Saviour, in whom 15 no violence, 
nor oppreſſion, who when he comes to rule, / 
we khow will be tender of the tender in 
Conſcience, and meeke towards the poore 


Tim.6.14, 


and rule on the earth, to deliver the helpleſſe 
from him that is too hard for him, who will 
drive wickedneſle from his throne, and the 
workers thereof into a Corner,but will gent- 
ly deale towards all that*travails with righ- 
teouſneſſe, and put the Lambs of wuth in bis 
boſome, for he loves nighteouſnefſe and hates Tſa. 40. 11, 
iniquity , therefore hath God called him h» 
anoynted, atzd will give him the heathen for bs Pſal. 45. 7. 
poſſeſſion, and a Pricit to God he is to all gene- 
rations, in his dayes (hall the upright rejoyco, "32x, 
for he ſhall walke ſafely in his uprightneſſe ; 
no nett ſhall then be ſpread on the moun- 
taines, neither ſhall he that turnes from ini- 
quitic be made a prey , for under him {hall e- 
very one ſerve his God without feare, in holti- Luk. 1. 24 
nefe of life, and godlineſſe of converſation. 
Now this 15 he we wait for, even the be- 
loved of our ſoules, and we know h# birth & Iſa, 6, 3s 
come to the-nations, and his morning towards 
the people, yea to the wiſe in heart, who are 
et a(ar ofhath his ſarre appeared : Atd we 
rea his breaking forth to theſe lands as 
the bright Sun after the ſtormy raine , even ſo 2 Sem, 234 
A 3 {hall 


; in Spirit, and with righteouMmeſſe will he judge, 177, 11, 4a 
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ſhall he be after the ſhakeings, be ſhall be @ C6- 

"vert from the tempeſt, as rivers of waters in a 
dry place, and as the ſhadow of a great rock 
ina weary land, even fo ſhall he be, who ſhall 

* raigne in righteouſneſſe, and by whom Prences 
ſhall rule in Judgement 3 This is the Royall ſeed, 
and he that is ot himis the ſon of Nobles, his 
Princes eate in duc ſeaſon, for ſtrength, and 
not for drunkenneſle ; thus {hall the Land be 
bleſſed, who is found worthy to receive the 
anoynted of 10d to rule in its borders, 

And this is he whom we have preached to 
all the ſeverall governments that hath riſen 
ever ſince God revealed hun in us, and the 

lory and peace of his kingdome ; and we 

Aa patiently waited, and in great ſuffer- 
ings hath our ſoules wavelled,to ice if by any 
meanes, we might ſee,any wort hy to receive 
hy anoyntirg, and to be borne. of his Spirit, 
to governe by his power, and with his Coun- 
{c}l to order, and be ordered, that through 
him they might be eſtabliſhed of God, and we 
have looked through the vail of ficth in all 
forts efpooglc,ond could not bow thereto, 
and by many contrary Spirits have we been 
evill entreated, becauſe we could not owne 
ihem, ſor him, whoſe kingdome we ſeeke, in 
rulers, teachers and people. 

And thus have we gone ſeeking the righ- 
teous one, through Parliaments and Prote- 
&tors ( fo called ) Prieſts and Rulers, of all 
{orts,but his government we have not found, 
nor with his righteous Judgements have we 
been judged among them, but we have been 


P/al. 55. 9. (hamefully entreated for hz ſike, and have 


Lom.3 14. borne his reproach, becauſe ol/y Spirit in us, 
%. 


and 
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and his kingdome in our Conſciences 3 And ma« 
ny times have bcen tryed to the Jofſe of e- 
ſtates, and lives, to ſee if they could provoke 
or drive us from his faith in our Coniciences, 
or tempt us any way to deny him, and owne 
themin their wills 3 And though we have 
dayly ſuffexed thus under every ſeverall 
power, and people, yet have we not ceaſed 
to warne them in love, with much feare and 
romncle, that if by any meanes they might 
ave xeceaved his teſtimony, and not have 
periſhed in their gainſaying 3 for our God in 
whom we truſted ſhewed it to us, that they 
{hould not proper, nor be eſtabliſhed with- 
out him, his Spirit, and anoynting, to whom 
he hath given the government ot all people, 
that ſhall be blefizd 
of them that are ſaved euſt walke in bis light, 
and receive his counſel, for their ſtability, 
and his reſurrection for their glory, and-his 
anoynting for the ſtrength of their king- 
domes. 
And this is the Cauſe why we have chu- 
ſed rather to ſuffer under every power that 
ct hath riſen, then to joyne in with them, 
padoars we have not heard the yoyce of the 


by him, yea,al! the nations, Rev.2y. 24 


holy one in the midſt of them, neither hath Iſa. 5. 21s 


his Spirit in them been the ftrength of their 
Counſclls,but they have ſought to make fleſh 
their arme, and to ſtrengthen their kingdome 
with flattery and deceit, and not with truth, 
and they have ſought to make themſelves 
dread(ull by violence, and to rule with cry- 
elty, and not with the ſword of God, which 
is Judgewent and Juſtice and have ſought 


honour from rzcn, and not fromthe Lord, and John 5. 44 
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their Covering hath been waine glory, and not 
the Spirit of God; So with the light of Chriſt 
we ſaw their foundation, and their building, 
and that they could not ftand long in Go 
ſght, and that all that joyned to them muſt 
fall with them, and that the woes that are 
written of ſuch muſt certainly overtake 
them 

And this is the Cauſe, and no other thing 
why we have hitherto borne our teſtimony 
again? them all, even becauſe they would 
not joyne to the Lord, nor heare his voyce 
intheir day,but the more he called after them 
by the mouth of his ſervants, the more th 
were |\irdned, and the more provoked him 
to their own confuſion; ſoit hath not been 
prejudice to any mans perſon that hath kept 
us at a diſtance from them or their com- 
mands, for we can truely ſay we have wai- 
ted without prejudice, if by any meanes we 
could but have ſeene any of them ſeeking the 
kingdome of God, that therein they might 
have been eſtabliſhed, yea we have the wit- 
neſſe of truth in us to this day, how glad our 
ſoules have been before the Lord, when we 
have but felt the leaſt tenderneſſe in any of 
them, ariſing trom the Spirit of Jeſus, or the 
leaſt confeſſion from his light in them. 

And ſometimes we have felt ſome tender- 
neſſe m ſome of them when they have been 
low, little. and in feare, in which we have 
had ſome hope and gladneſſe to heare the 
voyce of ſimplicity and truth, ( though but bro- 
kenly ) {© that we could then have faid they 
was not fir from the Kingdome of God 3 But turn- 


ing away the care from the Spirit of truth in 


them, 
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them, and conſulting with fleſhly wiſdome 
and carnall reaſon. likely to make wiſe, and 
to accompliſh their ſelie ends, how ſoone 
hath truth fallen in them, and blindneſſe, 
and hardneſſe of heart come over them a- 
gaine worſe then before, which being ſhew- 
ed us of God, we could not but deny them 
alſo to be of God, 

Thus in generall, an account is given to 
you that askes areaſon, why we [4a not 
yet owned any power that yet hath riſen, 
{oas to joyne to them in 21 things. Now to 
you who deſire to know in what particulars 
we have differed from theſe governments 
that yet hath riſen ſince we was a peoplezwe 
might ſay our lives, practiſes, and fellecings 
hath openly declared it, through the moſt 
parts of theſe nations, and in moſt, and grea- 
teſt of our differences 3 Yet for the better ſa- 
tisfying of ſome that knows not ſo much as 
others, and to take away all occaſion of of- 
fence, from all that would not oppoſe the 
way of truth if they knew it, and to leave 
without excuſe the wilfully ignorant , and 

ſecuters of the good old way of Chriſt 3 
I ſhall inſtance m ſomethings, and alſo ſhew 
our warrant for ſo doing, both by Scripture, 
and the praCtiſe of the holy men of God, in 
their generation 3 It being that ſo many are 
yet ignorant and unbeleeving , concerning 


them, which is chiefe leader, and corner ſtone 
1m us, by which we walke towards God, 
and towards men, in all theſe things. 
And as to that firſt. Though God hath laid 
1t upon us as matter of Conſcience, to be = 
Je 


the preſent leadings of the Spirit of truth in & ,,z 8. 
Gal. 5. 18, 


- 
"id 


14. 


© 


" _ . 


Mat. 17. 5. 


2 Cor.10.6- 
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5et to what outward goyernment or gover- 
ners loever he {hall ſet up over us, in out- 
ward things ; and alſo that with all willing- 
neſſe of mind a ready ſubjetion be rende- 
red, at every juſ? command,not for fear onely, 
but even for Conſcience ſake; and that in all 
things, we ſhould feek the ſafety, and ho- 
nour, and well-being of ſuch governers, to 
the utmoſt of our power, even as we looke 
to account to God for it, of whom the pow- 
ers that be, are ordained ; yet hath he begot- 
ten us unto himſelfe alone, and to the lead- 
ings of his own Spirit in all things concern- 
ing faith and worthip, as to matter, manner, 
time and place This is to be done and per- 
formed ſingly as to him, in the leadings of Fe- 
ſs, and in the power of his Spirit alone, elſe 
will he have nv regard thereto 3 And for this 
purpoſe hath he given the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, to be our light-and under- 
ffanding and leader 1n all theſe things; to 
which leadings and movings the father re- 
quires obedience in all things, upon eternall 
condemnation in matters pertaining to our 
conſciences;That muſt be the throne of Chriſt 
alone, and there will he ſway the Scepter of 
eternall life, and anſwer Jus people in all 
things, and be their Saviour, guide, and law- 
g:ver, in all things that art juſt and holy. 

So that iſ at any tune their teachers have 
leſt the way of life, and would lead people 
aſter them, yet hath he through faith and a 
tender Conſcience, preſcrved a ſeed out of 
error to himſelfe in ſuch a day, by which he 


, hath reproved and made manifeſt the folly of 
ſuch tcachers; And to this the Scriptures doe 


tully 
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tully teſtific, as in the dayes of the Prophets, 
when they erred in viſion, and had not the 1/2. 28. 7. 
word in them, and ſo cauſed the people to erre Jers. 23, 
through their lyes, and through their Fiebrneſſ, Amos 2. 4e 
then had he men of enlightned Conſciences, 
to ſend to reprove their brutithneſſe, though 
otherwiſe they themſelves was neither Pro- 
ar nor ſons of Prophets, but may be, a 
heardman, or a gatherer of ſiccomore fruite, a 
plowman, or a ary an , or ſome ſuch, 
whach Englands pride would call mecannick 
fellows, yet in theſe was the ſeed preſerved, Jerem. 23. 
elſe the Land might have become as Sodom, ſa. 1. 9. 
and not one have known the Lord nor his 
word. And as it wasqn the dayes of the falſe 
Prophets, ſo hath it been ſince the dayes of 
thetalice miniſtry, for which many have ſuffe- 
red ſince the dayes ofthe Apoſttes,for teſtify- 
ing againſt ſuch as have erred in Spirit, forme, 
end dofirine, from Chrift Jeſus and his Apo- 
files 3 And this hath been from tne indwelling 
power of Chriſt in them, and his precious 
light ſhining in their hearts and conlſciences, 
that they have thus been preſerved, and en- 
abled, to beare the teſtimony of Chriſt againſt 
falſe worthips, and worthippers 3 and (o it is 
at this day, in all who keepe a pure Confci- 
ence towards God in all his word and wor- 
ſhip, that his true, and ſpirituall worthip 
might not be wholly loſt out of the world. 

Alſo ifat any time their Kings or Rulers 
forgot God, or Kings aroſe who knew not 
God, and then would lay upon them Laws 


AMos 7. 14s 


and Commands, which was not juſt an i law- 
full for them to doethen by the light of Chriſt 
in a pure Conſcience they was enabled u 

" with- 
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Heſter 3. 


Tan. 6. 
Dan. 3. 


As 5. 28, 
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withſtand it even unto death; As that of or- 
derai and the Jews, who would rather all be 
defiroyed then bow to Hammons pride at the 
Kings command , though Englands people 
would have faid this is but actvill thing, and 
duty, and good manners, and the like, yet Gods 
L:w in their Conſcience they preferred a- 
bove all that the King commanded contrary 
thereto, yea life and all would they loſe ra- 
ther then defile their Conſcience towards 
God, or deny his Law there,though no Law 
without had forbidden ſuch a thing ; Yet in 
other caſes did they appeare true and ſubject 
to the King, for Mordecai's truth ſaved the 
Kings life, not long before, though from man 
he had little reward for it. 

Likewiſe might be Inſtanced, that of Da- 
miels praying contrary to the decrees of the 
King, his Counſell of Preſidents and Princes, 
and that of the three children againſt the fierce 
Command of Nebuchadnezzar, in denying to 
worſhip at his will 2nd pleaſure ; hkewiſe 
that ofthe Apoſtles, when their Rulers and 
Priefts alſo , charged them Nraitly not to 
preach any more, their anſwer before autho- 
ritie was, we ou2ht to obey God rather then men ; 
yea it would be too long to tell how many 
godly men and women, upon the account of 
a pure Conſcience, not onely hazarded their 
lives, but loſt life and all, for the teſtimony of 
a tender Conſcience, as might be inſtanced. 
But this may be faid for all 3 That if they 
would but have denyed the law of God in 
their conſcience, and conformed to the wills 
of men, and their laws, not o1.c of all the 
Prophets, Apoſtles,or all the holy men of oy 
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need to have ſuffered death or ſpoyle. 
So now 1n that any of us by the ſame ſpirit of 
Chriſt,and from his light and law in our Con- 


ſciences,are moved to goe teſtific againſt falſe % 


Prophets,falſe worſhips,and declare the way 

oftruth to all people againſt them to their _ 

face ; And it Rulers have been ſo oppoſite to \\ y 

this as to make lars againſt it , _ to com- 

mand us to bow and worſhip at their wills, , % 

which for Conſcience ſake towards God we \\ 

could not, for _— we _—- ſuffered the \ 

ſpoyling of goods, long and heavie impri- 

ſonments, ſhamefull uſings, and loſſe of hves N . 
\ 


i 
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alſo; 1 ſay in this we have a cloud of witneſſes, \ 
eyen the Lord Feſws our Captaine, and the 
whole body of Martyrs, who have all gone 
before us inthe ſelfe ſame obedience of faith > 8 
and Spirit,and have ſuffered the ſame or ſuch f \J 
like things from Rulers that knew not God, & . 
and teachers that.knew not God, in their * , 
dayes; and all of them in their dayes was 4 
counted offenders, hereticks. or diſpiſers of J 
Authority or ſome ſuch reproach was caſt I 
upon them by their accuſers and perſecuters, N 
for obeying the law of their God in their , 
Conſciences, whom the Rulers of the dark: John 16. 2 
neſſe of tha morld have not known, nor can 3 
know, till they beleeve his light in their own 
Conſciences. 

So it is not ſor new things, nor ſlrange 0- 
pinions, which was never 1n the world be- 
fore, for which we ſuffer, (though to the 
world they ſeeme new and ſtrange , but for 
the very ſame workes, of the ſame Spirit of 
light and truth, which hath often appeared 
in a poore contemptible people, and hath as 
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often received the ſame meaſure, from them 


who profeſſe him in words. but in workes 
im; by ſuch have we ſuffered, who 
read and preach the ſame in words, which 
thiscternall Spirit in us now worketh 3 And 
with ſuch who with words garniſh the ſepul- 
chres of thoſe whom their fathers flew. are 
we counted preat ofenders, for being found 
in the fame way and praQtiſe, and in obedi- 
ence to the ſame Spirit, in that meaſure as we 
have received it ; So we have this added to 
the teſtimony ofa good Conſcience towards 
God, and towards men, that we ſuffer not for 
evill doing, though as evill doers (to wit ) the 
pratiſe ofholy men, and the Scriptures of 
truth which will owne us herein, and ſtand 
on our parts againſt all our adverſaries and 
accuſers. And tnis will be proved ſo when 


- we come to particulars, wherein we differ 


from the wayes and worſhips. of theſe pre- 
ſent times, and for which we are ſo much 
bated and perſecuted. 

And we know that it will not be found 
harmfull to the bodyes. eſtates ,or well-being 
of any Chriſtian ne:ghbourhood, nor of an 
other people in the nations, to praCtiſe thoſe 
things wherein we differ, in civill and tem- 
porall things,nor hurttul to the ſoules of any. 
in the things wherein we differ in religious 
or ſpirituall matters, from the ſeverall opini- 
ons and formes of worſhips that are or have 
been (ct up in theſe nations;As we {hall make 
it plainly appeare if cither Spirit of truth, 
or Scripture of truth, or things equall may 
but be received on onr part. Now we ſhall 


mentivn ſome particulars in which we yr 
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for Conſcience ſake from ſome of the formes» 

raditions, and commands of the men of this 
preſent age. and the powers that have ruled 
therein. under whom ve have therefore ſuf- 
fered, as evill doers. 


_— —_ 


And firſt as to thoſe things which ſome 


calls ciwvill, 


ANd indeed it may be wondered at, by 
any moderate people . that in a nation 
called Chriſtians. any man ſhould ſuffer, ſo 
much as to be called an offender for ſome of 
the things which I muſt mention upon this 
account, eſpecially they being layd upon us 
by the ſpirit of Chriſt as matter of conſcience, 
and by a people ſo highly pretending for li- 
berty of Conſcience. 

As it hath beenlayd upon us by the Spirit 
of Chriſt, to uſe the ſame ſingle language to 
all ſorts of people,which the Scriptures uſes, 
and all the holy men of God therein have e- 
ver ufed, that is to ſay, thou to any one per- 


| fon, and you to more then one 3 A language, 


ſound, and true, to God, and man, which the 
Spirit of God firſt ſpoke, and gave to man, 
and of man received it againe without of- 
ſence, and never ſince gave to man any 0+ 
ther forme of ſpeech, as we may read in the 
Scriptures of truths; And in this we differ 
trom ſome ſorts of people,and for it have tuf- 
{cred as great offenders,and have undergone 
very grievous cenſures , and long impriſon- 
ments, divers of us, though it hath been layd + 
on 


(16) 


on our Conſciences from the Lord, yea the 

2 Tim.1. 18. Scriptures alſo, commands the forme of ſound 
words, to be holden faſt ; now why thoſe 
who profeſſe the Scriptures for their rule, 
ſhould perſecute us for uſing the language of 
it, may be thought ſtrange to the hearers 
thereof; yet for this we ſuffer for a teſtimony 
azainſtthem. 

Alſo it hath been layd upoh us by the Lord 
to call men and women by their own names, 
which their fathers have given to them, to be 
knowne by amongſt men; And though in this 
we differ trom ſome ſorts of people, who can 
give flattering titles to ſome people in ſtead 
of their names, and reproachfully miſcall 0- 
thers in ſtead of their names, yet herein we 
are owned by the Scriptures of truth , and 
the-praQtiſe of all the holy men therein, who 
never refuſed their own names to take a 
proud title, but owned their names that God 
had given them, And ſaith the Scriptures, 

Job 32. 21, let me not give flattering titles to man , r in ſo 
22, doing my maker mould ſoone take me away. And iſ 
James 2. youreſpe perſons, you commit ſm,and aye convin- 
ced of the law as evill doers 3 yet for this we 
have ſuffered alſo by this generation,as evill 
doers, anc contemners of authoritie, though 
we know that to call a man by his name, 
contemnes not his authoritie, nor doe we it 
for that end, but in obedience to truth, and 

for Conſcience towards God. 

Alſo that about our hats putting off, which 
hath been ſo great an offence to many z This 
alſo hath been layd upon our Conſciences by 
the Lord and we dare not difobey him there- 
in to pleaſe men, though ſometimes it "2 . 
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been ſaid to us that if vie would but put of 
our hats, we ſhould not goe to priſonz;others 
have ſaid, when we came before thean for 
Judgement and Juſtice, you ſhall kave no Ju- 
tice, unleſſe you put off ycur hats;yea ſome haye 
hazarded their lives hereoa, yet durſt nut 
diſobey God herein, though they have ſuffe- 
red long therefore ; and loſt their rights tor 
want of juſtice : yet we have not dared to 
diſobey our God hercin,but have valued our 
ace with him anda pure Conſcience above 
all ſufferings and profits herein. Now, this is 
beyond all the perſecuters of old, that men 
ſhould ſuffer for their thats,, yea, even Nebu- 
ehadnezzar in his greateſt heate of perſecuti- 
on. he made not that an offence, to keepe on 
their hats, more then their other garinents. 


but with their hats on as well as hoſe and Dan, 3. 21. 


ſhooes,;they was bound and caſt into the fire ; 
nor doe we finde in all the Scriptures pre- 
cept or practiſe of that thing yet for this we 
have deeply ſuffered. in divers parts of this 
nation. Thus would prople and powers, 
drive us from the obedience of our God, in a 
pure Conſcience. and inſtcad thereof cauſe 
us to worthip a vaine Cuſtome,for which we 
have no warrant, neither in Scripture. nor 


good example, but faith the Lurd, Ie ſhall'e yg. 30. 


hrepe mine ordinances, but the Cuſtomes of the 
people are vaine, and abominable, you jhall not 
defile your ſelves therewith. So, we obey God 
rather then men. and by men who profeiles 
God, ſuffer for ſo deoing. 

This alſo hath been commanded us of the 
Lord,and layd upon our Conſciences, not to 


fweare at all, upon any occaſion whatſoever, Ter. 23. tc, 
Þ 4 


and 


(18) 
and becauſe of this we have forborne to 
fweare, when men have called us thereto, 


ment,or what ever it hath been, we may not 

ſweare at all 3 And for this we have deepl 
ſuffered alſo,as cotemners of the law, chovel 
we have not deſpiſed government, but have 
conſented to what juſt thing was required of 
us. in truth of heart, without ſwearing 3 And 
for this we have the expreſſe command of 
Mat. 5. 34 Chriſt Jeſus who hath ſaid, Smeare nat at all 3 
lames 5. 12, And his Apoſtles ſaid, Above all things my bre- 
_— thren, ſmeave not, leaſt you fall into condemnari- 
on. And we have al the praQtiſe of all the 
followers of Chriſt who was never knowne 
to uſe an oath ſince ; for to ſuch as receive 
Chriſt there is the end of ſwearing z and di- 
vers other things which before Chriſt came 
»% } to <nd them, was ordinances of God, but 
%*-  Chriſtthe Covenant cverlafting hath ended 


= all ſwearirigs of men whatſoever. and for- 

NJ bidden they are in his name, upon paine of 
N condemnation. Further, in the time of Mo- 
2 fes, when ſwearing was in the lews Church, 


it was not to be forced upon them by any pe- 

nalty,but they might ſweare or not ſweare, 

(N e without any carnall puniſhment, nor was it 
. "NY requircd of witneſſes to ſweare atall,be-twixt 

. a man and his neighbour, two witneſſes was 
WI to eſtabliſh the matter beſore the Iudge, but I 
never read of thoſe two required to ſweare, 
d that was as to a mans owne particular, onely 
1n this caſc, when a man had taken a pledge, 

and 1: was ftolen from him, then at! oath was 

to be taken ofthat man in his owne behalſe, 


that he put not his hand to the ſicaleing of it 
an 


whether to ſweare at any change of govern- * 
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and then he was not to repay it againe, but 


' if he would repay it he needed not ſweare, 


ſo he was not torced. And except in this caſe 
onely, I finde not an oath required by any 
Iudge in Moſes law. So, theſe who make us 
offenders, tor denying to ſweare, are out of 
all the way of God in ſes time. And in 
Chriſts time, ſwearing is exprefsly forbid- 
den at all, even this in Moſes time ; tor faith 
Chriſt Ir hath been ſaid by them of old time, thou 
ſhalt not forſweare thy ſelfe, but ſhalt performe 
unto the Lord thy oaths. So here was Mbſes 


in truth;and this ſaid Moſes. But (ſaith Chriſt 
I ſay. Sweare not at all, and this is greater then 
Ms, whoſe time is without end. 

, Further , as to the adminiſtration of the 
Laws of theſe nations in theſe late yeares, 
there we have ſcene many things, which in 
our Conſcience we cannot joyne to, being 
{hewed to us to be out of truth, and equity, 
and not helps, but burthens to the nations 3 
Now as to our ſelyes, ſo many as walke in 
Chriſt Ieſus, we have one Judge, and Law- 
giver appointed to us for that end by the fa- 
ther 3 And we may not goe to Law one with 
another, as men being come to Chriſt Ieſus, 
the end of luſt, pride, and ſtrife, which we 


have found to be the Cauſe of fightings, and 
utes at Law, and ifany thing of that nature 
rould ariſe in any of us, by our Iudge and 
[ aw-giver it is judged, and we are faved; 

nd it is layd upon us by the ſame Spirit of 


time, and ſwearing to the Lord, commanded 


'.I9. 12; 
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hriſt, not to ſus any man at the Law, nor to Zi. 5, 


ecke to avenge our ſelves of ſuch as ſeeke to 
rong us, but to love our enemies, and pray 
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for them that diſpitefully uſe us, ani hate us z 
And fo from all men to ſuffer for peace ſake, 
tor to peace we are called, towards all men, 
and under the Prince of peace is our govern- 
ment, {0 that we neee not men to end Con- 
troverſics amongſt us, who are all in unity of 
ſpirit, and life, in Chriſt Icſus. ( 

But when men haile us betore Tudgement- 
Seats, or cauſe us to appeare at their Courts 
of Law, then we meet with many things a- 
mong them there, which for Conſcience fake 
we cannot bow to,nor uphold,finging them, 
not onely againſt the rule of Chriſtians, but, 
out of the way of common honeſty as men, 
yea many things againft truth it ſel:;e,and this 
we cannot ſerve, as Law, which 1s againſt 
truth. 

As when they ſend a Writ to appeare at 
their Courts, in a mans owne proper perſon, 
and in obedience thereto we have come, 
( may be ) two hundred miles or above, and 


tendred our appearance accordingly, at th 
very day aypointed, then they = wit 
viclence: and reproach thruſt us out of the! 
Cuurt+, hecauſe we did appeare in our owne 
p-rſons, and not in anuvther mans perſon, 
whom we have not known,and tor this have 
we ſufcred mucn damage, 6 long impriſcn; 
ment, as contemners of authority and Law 


Now,this we cannot joyne to in our hearts 
nor owne as honeſty, and truth, and plait 
dealing as men, to let goe, all talke of Chr 
ſtan, the heathen would not doe this to us 
{tiogyhen our adverſary puts upa Bill 
Charge agairiſt us, drawn up ina ſorme wit 
out truth, fll'd with falſe accuſations , 
OUS 
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though our offence amounted to hundreds or 
thoulands of pounds wrong , or damage, 
when with the truth cf Chriſt in our Conſci« 
ence we know,that we have never-wronged 
that man one penny in our lives, but that it 
15 the enemy oftruth, and peace, even that 
Old accuſer of the brethren, which now 
workes in that Creature to ſpoyle our goods 
or take ourlives, or liberties from us 3 Then, 
we are not ſuffered to returne an anſwer in 
the feare of our God, and in plainneſſe and 
truth of expreſſions , as the Spirit of truth 
{hall move 1n the ſimplicity of our hearts ; 
And fo, with the Spirit of truth to deny the 
lyes and falſe accuſations, of the adverſary z 
But we muſt be forced to give unreaſonable 
ſums,of money, to another man, whom we 

know not,nor knows he our ſtate and caſe in 
this matter, to anſwer in our ſtead, who for 
ought we know, may in ſtcad of ſharply re- 

proving thoſe abominable lyes, juſtific them, 

at leaſt as a legall thing, or forme at Law, fit 

to be uſed. And thus our teſtimony againſt 


falihood is taken from us, which the Spirirof Fer.9.3.4 5 


truth requires of us, and we pay money to 
have it juſtified, as a forme at Law, when we 
know it to be a forme of lyes; And we can- 
not leave the truth, to ſerve this deceipt 3 be+ 
ſide, were the truth no dearer to us, but that 
we could thus give it up to be betrayed 
knowingly, yet 1t ſeems to us unreaſonable, 
as men, to give our cauſe into the hands of 
him that knows it not, further then we muſt 
informe him, nor when we have informed 
himyhave no aſſurance whether he will ſpeak 
our words or his owne, or our adverſaries, 
B 3 and 
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and {6 bring us under the guilt of the whole 
body of falthood, Yhis appeares to us very 
unreaſonable, and dangerous, and below the 
priviledge of a man,as a man,much more as a 
Chriſtian, ſo we rather chuſe to ſuffer inno- 
cently under fal{ſhood, keeping our conſci- 
ences cleare, then conſent thereto, and ſo e- 
Rabliſh miſchiefe under pretence of a Law, 
Pſal. 94.20. and deny our teſtimony for the 
truth, to which we are called,and for which 
we ſuffer in all theſe things. 

Alſo,ifany of us be fue at the Exchequer or 
Chancery, and appeare and take a Coppie of 
the Bill,and goe to the Tudges with a true an- 
ſwer thereto, they will reſulc it, becauſe we 
cannot ſweare, though they will ſhew us no 
written law for ſo doing, but tell us its aCu- 
ſtome,and thy cuſtome 15 preferred above his , 
Law who faith, ſweare not at all 3 and for this 
have many been impriſoned,it being put up- 
on us either to deny their Cuſtome,or Chriſts 
Command,ſfo we chuſe to ſuffer by men,for a 
ſeaſon, rather then defile our Conſciences. 

If we be fummon'd to doe fervice for the 
Country, on a Tury, and be willing to do the 
ſervice faithfully as to God and man, yet be- 
cauſe we cannot ſweare, many are fined,im- 
priſoned, and theit goods ſpoyled,and repu- 
ted unſerviceable in the nation, when we + 
would freely ſerve the Country, ſo as we 
might not therein deny Chriſt, our Saviour. 

If one of us be ſummon'd to appeare at a 
Court for a witneſſe, that would teſhfie the 
truth before God from a good Confcience;, 
and in the feare of God, and according to his 
Law, viz. in all things, that if we ſhould 
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wrong any man whatſoever through our 
falſe teſtimony, that its juſt the ſame thould 
be done to us, yet becauſe we cannot ſweare, 
(be the action never (o great, ) our true teſti- 
mony is refuſed,and we thruſt away without 
Iadgement, & threaten'd to caule us to pay, 
what they ſay the party is damnified for our 
not ſwearing, and all this we mult ſuffer for 
obeying Cariſts Comnands, 

Ifone of us {houid buy a piece of land, or 
have fome fallen to him by inheritance, and 
cometo the Court Baron to take it up, they 
will not let him take it, except he ſweare,and 
ſo breake Chriſts ſayings ; or if a man pur- 
chaſe, or have an inheritance within a Cu- 
ſtomary Court, its the ſame, and they will 
turne us without it, if we will not ſweare 
contrary to Chriſts Commands. An thus 1s 
the evill Caſtome of a Cour: preferred before 
Chriſts Commands, a good Conſcience, and 
a familyes whole eſtate and livelihood. 

Ifa man bind an apprentice in this Citieof 
London, and give a great ſumme ot money 
with him, and the prentice ſerves his time 
honeſtly and truely, and have his Maſters te- 
ſtimony thereto, yet is he denyed his free- 
dome, it he cannot ſweare for Conſcience 
fake, and ſo muſt loſe money and ſ(crvice, if 
he be faithfullto Chriſt, 

If one of us thould dye inteſtate,they will 
not ſuffer our owne wite or Children to ad- 
miniſter on our owne goods , unleſſe they 
will ſweare againſt their Conſcience, and the 
Law of Chrift;or if we make a will,and make 
wife or Children Executer, they are denyed 
to prove the will, whereby they are to enjoy 

B 4 their 
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their eſtates, but by breaking that Command 
o{Chriſt in ſwearing. 

Likewiſe, when ſome of us have been ar- 
reſted to appeare at ſuch a Court ſuch a day, 
and have {imply given bond to appearez And 
when the ap: carance hath beer made at the 
day expreſied by the party ſo bound, neither 
the appearance would be taken,nor thebond 


ther man appeares nct for us whom we ne- 
ver knew, nor had ought to doc withall. 
Alſo ahout marriage, which we know to 
be an ordinance of God fromthe beginning, 
and being ordered in the Counſell of God. 
and the bed not defiled is honourable, but 
whoremongers and adulterers God Till judge. SO 
as any are moved of the Lord into that ſlate, 
we ſay the Counſell of the Lord is firſt and 
chieſcly to be minded, and the thing weigh- 
&d in his ſeare, thatit be done onely in the 
2 £27.7432+ T.ord, that it be not taken on lightly, rafily, 
nor by any fie{1ly motion,nor for any carth- 
ly ends, but in the moving & ordering of the 
Almighty Creator of man and woman, who 
onely knows their ſpirits. So to Joyne them, 
as they may be one in fleſh andſpirit, that he 
may ſecke a godly ſeed to himſelſe, and they 
may lea a godly and peaceable life; & onely 
Palit. 15 thus is it Gods ordinance, as God puts toge« 
FL hag.s. ther. and ſaith Chriit, let not man put ſuch a- 
junder : and this we (ay is the chieſe thing to 
he obſerved, 177. that God joyne them 3 And 


| ſuch as have the overſight of each party, that 
Cas much 25 way be ) all may be done in love 
and unity 10 the will of God openly. pe 
TE VOIR: » this 


delivercc, but a ſurther ſnare, becauſe ano- 


next that notice be given tothe parents, or - 
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this we have from God in Spirit, ana this we 
find in Scripture, to be the ordinance of God 
to his Saints of old, and their libertie in the 
Lord; which God never altered, which we 
keepe for conſcience fake, and may not 
breake. And leaſt any licentious perſons 
{houldabuſe this liberty,to ſatisfie their lufls, 
and theh not live as man and wiſe during 
their lives, and the Magiſtrates not know of 
them, and” ſo they eſcape the ſword of ju- 
ſtice 3 we have ſreedome in our Spirits,to ac- 
quaint ſome of the next Majeſtrates with our 
intents, and hereby confeſſe 'our ſelves Iva- 
ble tothe juſt cenſure of the Magiſtrate, with 
others, in cafe of mi{ftmcanour, and all this 
we have done ere coming together as man 
and wife, which is as much as the ordinance 
of God, or anv reaſcn can juſtly require, yet 
have ſome of us ſuff-red in this caſe, by the 
changable T.aws of men, who ſome of rhem 
have ſought to impoſe one fort of Prieſts on 
us as an ordinance, others Tuſtices as an or- 
dinance, and others another ſrt of Prieſts 
againc « ſo for denying theſe uncertain rules 
of men, and keeping the ordinance of God 
that was in the beginning, we ſiffer by all of 
them as evil docrs, yet have they not one 
charge againſt any of us,zvho have been joy- 
ned according to this orcknance of God,as to 
breach of marriage, or miidemeanour there 
m for we hate patting away, and come to 
that which was in the begirmang. 
Theſe with many cther things there beas 
touching the outrrard Laws, whereby both 
our hives, Lberties, and ſtates, become a 
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hath been manifeſt ſuch impriſoningtil death, 
ſuch perſecution and ſpoyle of goods, as ma - 
ny generations t6 come may admire to read 
of,though in this generation its little regard- 
ed or minded,unlefs it be by ſome few, whoſe 
hearts God hath tendred, that have nnt been 
ſo cruell in their places as others. 

Now let none fay, that becauſe we cannot 
bow to ſuch unrighteous dealings of corrupt 
men, or their corrupt Cuſtomes, or corrupt 
Lawes, That therefore we are a people that 
would have no .aw, nor Magiſtracy at all, 
as ſome have falſely accuſed us:for of this we 
are cleare before the Lord our God, what e- 
ver men may accuſe us herein, for the Law 
of God we own in our Conſcience, even the 
F.aw of the Spivit of Life, which 4 in Chriſt Je- 
ſu our Lord and Law-giver, by which we are 
taught, to keepe our Conſciences voyde of 
offence C—_ God and towards men, by 
wiuch we are freed from under the power 
ofthe Law of (m and death. And by this Law 
of God in our conſciences,arc we alſo taught 
to be ſubject to every power our God ſhall 
ſet up over us, by which teaching we know 
that the powers that be,arc ordained of God. 
And by the ſame Law of God in our hearts 
and Conſciences, by which we are made to 
ſuffer, rather then to obey that which 1s un- 
Juft, by the ſame Law, and upon the ſame pe- 
nalty are we made to be ſubject and obey e- 
very juſt and wh-leſome Law of man, for 
Conſcience ſake3 Therefore,as the ordinance 
of od, we obey, and owne authoritic in the 
Nation ; And the Ruler of the people as the 

Miniſter of God,for good to fuch as doe o_= 
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but a terror to every evill doer without re- 
ſpect ot perſons 3 ſo we being guided by the 

ure Law of God in our conſciences,arc ſud>- 
x< not ſor wrath, but for Conſcience ſake 3 for he 
15 not a terror to them that do well, and obey 
Godin their Conſciences ; But if any doe e- 
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vill, let ſuch feare, for be 4 the Miniſter of Got, 
end beavres not the ſword in vaine. And tor this 


and feare to whom feare, honour to whom 
honour ; And from this we exempt not our 
ſelves, more then other people in the ſame 
Nation, but deſire rather to be examples to 
others, with all diligence, not ſpeaking evill 
of governments as many doe, which will 
fatter to their faces, but ſeeking to our God 
for what authoritie he ſhall ordaine, that un- 
der th2m we may be godl7 and quietly go- 
verned, without reſpe& of perſons. 
Therefore we might ſay, as to all the ſ-ve- 
rall Rulers that hath ariſen in theſe yeares 
ſince we were a people in Gods light, which 
ofthem haye we reviled or ſought to ſup- 
u_ ,or what juſt law, old or new ? (which 
ath been juſt, and according to Scriptures, 
Or a good Conſcience) have we denyed or 
tranſgreſſed?though from the evill and abuſe 
of all, God hath by his cternall light, and the 
power of his Spirit, preſerved us to this day, 
glory to our God for eyermore 3 So our Con- 
CIences are cleare towards them that are 
fallen as to that thing, by whom we ſo much 
ſuffered in their day. 
And now in Gods dread and feare we are, 
and in his pure Counſell alone, we deſire to 


be found towards y ou that are now com* up 
into 


S » 


cauſe we pay tribute, to whom it belongs, - 
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into the ſeat of government, That if by any 
meanes, we;might not be any occaſion of of- 
fence, or hardening of your hearts, by our 
diſobedience or denying any of your Laws, 
which are juſt, wholeſome and good, and ac- 
cording to Gods truth in Scriptures 3 Nor, 


+ that on the contrary we might provoke our 
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pure eyed, and zealous God and Father, to 
diſpleaſure againſt us, by yeelding to any 
thing whatſoever, or obeying what is any 
way zgainſt his Spirit in our hearts, or the 
light of Chriſt in our Conſciences. And this 
at preſent is our ſtraite way, ſet before us to 
walke in towards God, and towards man, 
and therefore the deſire and travaile of our 
ſoules 1s great at this day, that you might be 
one with God in your Laws and Commands, 
That ſo,under you we might be godly and 
quietly governed, within and without. But 
If yet,it muſt be ſo, that your diſtance be fo 
great, that with one heart we cannot obey 
©o0u both, then whether it is better to obey 
God or men, ( with the light of God in your 
own conſciences) judge you,theretore if we 
can but keepe peace with the one of you, we 
cluſe to keepe our everlaſting peace with 
God,and that ſaving faith thats held ina pure 
Conſcience z And our prayers to the father 
of lights is, for our whole body of Chriſls 
Church, and every member thereof, that our 
hearts may be kept ſingle to him alone, what 
ever we ſuffer ſtom men ſor {> doing. 
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Now to thoſe things which 
ſome call religious. 


$ he in our ſelves we make no ſuch 
diſtin&tion, i being that our Conſcien- 
ces are to be exerciſed in the light and Spirit 
of Chriſt, in all wc doe towards God, and to= 
wards man, andevery particular a&tion to- 
wards mcn, God requires that it be done as 
to him, and to his glory, and not in our own 
wills, nor in mens wills,nor after their wills, 
manners, and cuſtomes, and commands, but 
in the will of Cod alone, revealed in Chriſt 
Jeſus in Spirit, and in his motion and lead- 
ings, which if we miſle in, and ſerve eyther 
men or our ſelves therem,and not God, we 
are accountable to him, as though we had er- 
red in that which the world calls Religions 
thereſore, what ever we do to God in Chriſt, 
to us. iS his ſervice and pure religion,and un- 
defiled before God, if we keepe but our con- 
ſcience unſpotted from the world ; though it 
be but in viſiting a fatkerleſs childe,or a wid- 


dow, in their affli&tion, or any other thing James 1.27. 
which the Spirit of truth, juſtice and mercy 
leads us to, and requires of us. 

But,as the worſhip of God it ſelfe, hath re- 
lation to him alone, who is a Spirit, and will John 4. 2 
be worſhipped in ſpirit, and in truth,betwixt 4 = 


him and every particular creature onely 
known, in matter, meaſure and manner, tune 
and place. And knowing thatuthe onely wiſe 
God, who gives the kingdoms of the earth to Dan. 4.17; 
whom he will, yea, and may ſet over them 
the baſcſt of men, as well as the moſt vertu- 
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ous, without controvle , if he pleaſe ſo to 

deale in judgement towards any Nation, yet 

this hath hereſcrved as an eternal! Scepter 

in the hand of Jeſus our Lord, and by an e- 

verlaſting Covenant hath he ſworne once 

Heb.r. 8,9. for all, concerning him, Thou art a King for e- 4} 

wer, over the holy people, and his throne is e- 

ſtabliſhed in their conſciences by a perpetu- | | 

all decree,to all generations,therefore was it | | 

never known, that ever he truſted or titled | 

any earthly Prince, with Lord over the faith | 

and conſciences of his owne people 3 This was e« 

ver the Sens prerogative above the Kings of 
the carth, and he alone is to be Judge and 

Iſa. 11. 1, 2. Law-giver,and correcter,and leader, in that 
inviſible ſpirituall work of worſhip, towards 
God, for he onely knowes the way, and none 

comes to the Father but by him. | 
Its true,the Pope hath taken upon himſelfe, 
ſuch authority under pretence of the Apo- 
files, even over the faith and conſciences of 
people, and with it hath ſhed much innocent 
bloud, which lyes upon his ſeat, and his line, 
ill God come to enquire lor it, and for that 
end hath ſet up inquiſitions &c. And others 
aſter and ſrom that,have erected Courts,and 
Synods with their fines, and priſons, and 
tortures, to ſorce the faith and Conſciences 
of people,and they pr=tend the Apoſiles alio, 
for ths worke. But, this we know that the 
Apoſiles was no ſuch men,nor uſed any ſuch 
weapons , but deny them therein both the 
Pope, and they that are riſch ſince 3 And ex- 
prefſcly deny to be Lords over Gods heri- 

tage or over their faith, neither did they 

preach theinſelves Lords, and Maſters, but 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus alone the Lord, and themielves 2 Cor. 4. 5. 
fervants for leſus ſake, as both their owne 

words & practiſe doth teftifie 3 for faith Paul, 

Not for that we have dominion over your faithz 2 Cov.1. 24, 
And faith Peter, Not for filthy Iucre, neither as 1Per. 5. 3. 

being Lords over Gods heritage, but as examples 


* to the flock. 


So we know that from Peter they had it not, 
nor from Paul,nor from any of the true Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt,{or their weapons was not car- 2 Cor. 10. 4, 
nall but ſpirituall, nor did they wreſtle with Eph. 6. 12. 
fleſh, but with ſpirit  o all they can get from 
the Apoſtles, <cither in word or practiſe, is 
this, That if they be troubled with errors, 
or profaneneſſe in their Churches 3 Then, if 
they have the Spirit and power of the Lord 
Ieſus, then to deliver ſuch a one up to Satan, 1 C9r- 4-5 
for the deſtruction of the fleſh, that the foule 


may be ſaved,and body alſo in the day of the 


Lord. And this is not to goales, or gallowes, 
or inquiſitions,or tortures, or fires ; now,had 
they this ſpirit and power,they would know 
that which would convert in decTand truth, 
and not make hypocrites, or elſe kill them, 
but the falſe Church having not theſe wea- 
pons, nor this ſpirit and power, is builded 
with oppreſſion, and upholden with bloud. Mic.3. 19s 
And in her are found the bloud of all the ho- 
ly Martyrs of Jeſus, as ſaith the Scriptures, 
yea, even now 1s ſhe drunke with bloud, 
Revel. 18. 24. C7 17. 6. 
So now, this is the thing we fay as to the 
worſhip of our God, and to the order of it 3 
In all things it belongs to Chriſt Ieſus our 
Lord, and to him as ſole King & Lord there- Col, r. 18, 
of,wwe comt our ſelves,even the whole _ 
; OUzC 


Phil. 2. 10. 


Rev.17.14. 


Fohu 5.27, 


Col. 1. :8. 


Alat. 1. 21. 


Phil.2. 13. 
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ſoule and bo:ly,as to all things of that nature, 
And though there may arie power after 
power,and lecke tc ftop us of this liberty and 
freedome,by aftitig torce und violence upon 
our outward man, yet arc we free, by birth 
in Chriſt I&ſus,and our inward man they can- 
not bind, nor can we ever while we abide in 
that ſeede, give up the right of Chriſt unto 
any of them ; but this we teſlific in all we doe 
or ſuffer, that the right & Chriſts, over our Con- 
friences,and over our worſhips,and to him alone 
we confeſſe before men;and he hath the name 
In us; And though for a time, or tunes,we yet 
ſuffer, yet we know the end muſt come 3 And 
the Lambe muſt take the kinzdCome, and we 
know him that is true and faithiull, whom the 
Father hath ſealed, and anoynted to be head 
of the ©, hurch which a ha body. and to him muſt 
the Nations account « And theretore we fay 
to all the ſeverall powers that comes upon 
us, we may not deny the Lord in our Con- 
ſciences, to bow to, or worſhip in what men 
{hall f-t up or command 3 but he that ſaves us 
daylv from our fins. he (hall leade us in our 
worthip, and to him we muſt 2rve the obevi- 
ence of faith, who gives us faith and puwrr 
by his Spirit to obey, and who hath wrought 
all our workes in z and for «, and by whoſe 
vertue it is we live, and bring forth to rhe 
praiſe of God, and we are not our owne,nor 
ſervants of men but we are bought with a 
price, that we may, ſerve him for ever. by 
whom we are redeemed and by whom all 
men without reſpe&t of perſons, muſt eter- 

nally be 11decd, or juſtzicd. 
Therefore 
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Therefore we ſay, this is a priviledge,that 


no man ſhould be hindered of, {to wit ) the 
liberty of his Conſcienc* towards his God, 


but that an univerſall liberty for all forts of __ 


people, to worthip God, according as Chriſt 
thall open mens c-yes to {ce the truth. and as 
he ſhall perſwade their hearts, by his Spirit, 
ſeeing no man without Chriſt can doe any 
thing in this caſe acceptable to God, neither 
can one man worthip in the meaſure of anc- 
ther, but in his owne meaſure, as he re- 
ceives of God in Chriſt Jeſus faith and 
ſtrength, and Spirit, for it muſt be in Spirit, 


andof faith, elſe it is ſin, in Gods ſight, what Rom, 14.24 


ever men thinke thereof, 

And this is juſt and equall in the ſight of 
God, and all reaſonable men, and that which 
I know no underſtanding man or woman 
would be limitted in, ſeeing all have immor- 
tall ſoules from God, and to him alone muſt 
account for them and not tomen; That fo 


every ſoule may ſtand and fall, to his owne Rom.14. 4: 


Maſter in this cafe . ſecing none can ſave his 
brother, when he hath miſled him, nor ac- 
count to God for him; therefore he is no 
wiſe man(inoureyes) who will leave the 
light of Chriſt that once knows it, to follow 
another mans opinion 3 And ſeeing every 
man would have this libertic for himſelfe, 
why ſhould he goe about to deny it to his 
brother , how is that juſt or equall, amongſt 
men ? And how dothit anſwer the Law of 
Chriſt as Chriſtians, who hath commanded, 


That all things whatſoever you would that men Mar. 7. 12. 
Jhould doe unto you, doe ye even ſo to them, for 


tha 4 the Law and the Prophets 5; Now if you 
| C - 


_ 1Co.2. 10, 
Il, 
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be not come fo far in equitie, as to anſwer the 
Law and the Prophets.how will you anſwer 
Chriſt, you that proſeſſe him in words. 

And were it not that Nations , and men 
were drunke, and bewitched with the forni- 
cation of that Scarlet coloured whore, they 
would foreſce the danger of taking that up- 
on them which belongs to Chriſt alone, it 
being ſo many have been broken on the ſame 
Rock, and reaſon it ſelſe might ſhew them 
how fafe it 15,not to be too forward in things 
of that nature, which God hath not called 
themto; And alſo it being ſo much contra- 
ry to that juft principle in man which would 
tead every man to do to another as he would 
be done unto; And would teach every man 
that he ought to give up himſelfe to his God, 
in all fpirituall matters 3 And that fo he 
ihould ſuffer every other creature alſo; And 
ſeeing that there 15 no infallibilitie among 
men, without the immediate manifeſtation 
of Chriſt Fefs hs light and Spirit in them, but 
that ſince men tooke that upon them, even to 
ſit as Lords and Judges over faith and con- 
ſciencez The Lord hath ſcattered them ir 
this thine, and confounded them into ſo ma- 
ny minds and judgements, that he that 1s 
ſubie&t to follow every change in theſe lat- 
ter dayes, ſhall ſcarcely abide in one opini- 
on ayearc to an end ; which things duely 
weighed, might ſtay the haſt of every reaſo- 
nable man from forceing that upon the Con- 
ſcience of another, which himſelfe 1s not 
infallible in, and for which he muſt account 
1 God for all ſoules that erre through hm, 
and ſo periſh, in gainſaying Gods witnefſſe. 

An 
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And this would be wiſdome, with God, 
firſt to ſearch in themſelves whether they 
have that Call trom God himſelfe, to force 
any, or they doe it to aniwer the deſires of 


others, or to huld up a tradition, and ſo 
might they come to {ec , what they ſerves, 
and whether it wili deare perfecution or 
bloud-ſhedding at th- day of Judgement 3 
And prove whether you have that which 
is infallible to force them to, or it be but 
thought, and opinion of your ſelves, or 0- 
thers, ſecing its ſo common a thing for Ru- 
lers and Teachers to joyne in forccing peo- 
ple that are under them to erre, and for 
which ſo many have been confounded and 
caſt out, and to that all might come to prove 
their worke, and bring it to the light, to ſee 
whether it be wrought in God, and ifhe will 
owne it with his light, which is pure in their 
Conſcience, which is an <quall rule, and try 
what power and Spirit it is that God hath 
made Lord & King, and Law-giver and Lea- 
der in all his worthip z and if they have not 
this. then it is the old perſecuter, and mur- 
therer, which uſes to ſet people on fire that 
know not God in Spirit 3 And if you have 
that Spirit which God hath given the power 
to in his Church, then its gentle, drawing 

and powerfull, without forceable impoſing, 
or killing, nor doth he ever compell againſt 

faith and Conſcience. TP 
. Now there be many particular things as 
to Gods worſhip and things thereto pertain- 
ing, which the men of this age would im- 

poe upon us,yea, and force them upon great 

penalties, which the Spirit of Chriſt doth not 

& 2 lay 
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tay uport us as maitess of faith or prattiſe, 
nor ever did ord:ine chem in any age, nor 
command then tv be obſerved in his Church, 
as men now impoic cm, but the contrary 
we find from the Spirit of Chriſt, both in the 
oldneſs of letter, anc 15 1ewneſs of life 350 
theſe things we canno:. bow co, nor worſhip 
in, for conſcience ſak-. :onſcience towards 
God conſcience towards the holy men of 
Godin the holy life, and conſcience towards 
the Scripture of truth 3 for of all theſe we 
make conſcience, in their time and place, 
1n which God the Father of all hath brought 
them forth to ſerve him. 

As men would impoſe upon our Conſci- 
ENCES to come once a weeke, to ſuch a great houſe 
in their Pariſh,which they call a pariſh Church, 
and there we muſt obſerve what one man 
thall reade, preach or pray, for two or three 
houres that day, by an uſuall forme, and this 
man will have a Clarke, and he thall ſay Amen 
at the end of ſuch a ſentence, or part of his 
prayer or ſpeech, and to this Church, and to 
this worſhip muſt we be bound while we 
dwell in that pariſh 3 Andeither the tythes 
of all we have, or ſo much a yeare ſet main- 
tenance, muſt be payd to the man callin 
hunſclfe a Miniſter of Chriſt; And ſo muc 
a yeare to his Clarke for ſaying Amen after 
htm, in money and egges, and the like 3 And 
Mx this we doe conſtantly,we may live peace- 
avly by them, and goe under the name of a 
good Chriſtian, and a religious man, but if 
we faile in any of this, bat eſpecially in that 
of tythes or wages; then they call us here- 
tickes, and complaine of us to the Magi- 
ſixate, 
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frate, or fue usat Law, till they have caff 
our bodyes into priſons, and taken the ſpoyle 
of our goods. Now QGod having revealed 
his true worſhip co us #" the light of Chriſt, 
which is 15 in ſpirit 2nd truth, and called us 
out of carnall things. or which there is no 
Scripture, we :21nc* for Conſcience ſake, 
wor(liip any more thercin. 

Now, neyther by the Spirit of Chriſt in us, 
gor by letter of Scriptures without us, nor 
by the example of all the holy men of God 

t have walked before us, can we for 
Conſcience ſake owne, nor uphold that ſor 
the true and fpirituall worſhip of God in ſpi- 
rit and truth, neither to repaire their houſe, 
maintaine their Prieſt ; nor his Clarke, as 
they would impoſe upon us. 

Now ſome have ſaid, What would you have 
no Church, Miniſter, preaching, praying,nor none 
of thu worſhip , nor maintenance , Zc, What 
would you have ? 

Wwe ſay yes, we own a Church, miniſtring, 
preaching , praying , and the maintenance 
that thereto belongs , but we would have 
them to be of God , and after his will in 
Chrift Jeſus, and not after the will and tra- 
ditions of men, contrary both to God, good 
men and the Scriptures of truth ; For we 
reade of a Church of Chriſt in Scriptures, 
but it was in God the Father , and our Lord Fe- " 
ſus Chriſt. And we read of a miniftry of Chriſt * 209+ bb 
in Scripture, made not of man, neither by man, 
but by the revelation of the Son of God in them; 
And the Goſpel or Miniſtry that they prea- 
ched, was not after man, nor received of man, Gala, 1.16, 
neither was they an. it, but by revelation of G2l.L1,12, 


Tem 


> 


: 
, 
, 


; 


| 
, 
| 


| 


| 


- 


| 
| 


DV 


'L 
YC 
Q 
[8 
do 


\ 


Ga 
8 

$1 
ou 


1 Cor.c 


s 
& , 
v 

1 


( 38) 


Feſw Chriſt. And we read ofa Maintenance 
they had, which 2s to live of the Goſpel z 
And the ſpiritualls which they ſowed freely 
without money or mon<y-worth , brought 
them forth fruits freely , doth in ſpiritual! 
things, and worſhip rowards God, and in 
carnall things toward: thcir outward wants, 
and as they planted, ſo the; c:te;And where 
the plant grew, and the toule proſpered, till 
it could bring forth fruit freely, there they 
need not to ſue them and to take it by ſpoyle, 
but of the world they looked for nought but 
rn nor ever coveted or compel- 
edeny fuch thing from any creature, no not 
where they had fowne and planted, unleſſe 
it grew 1m ſpirit and life to God, they looked 
not to reape any thing but loſſe,if that which 
they had fowne withered in the way, there- 
fore G1d they watch for the ſoule, and not 
for tythes, piggs, and eggs and geeſe, and 
ſheaves, &c. but that the toule proſpered to- 
wards God, that was their prizez And to 
make the Goſpel without charge, that was 
their reward, if they did it freely and wil- 


m7, lingly , but if not willingly, then a nec-/}- 
-18, tie was layd upon them, ard woe was their por- 
tion 


And theſe went on and proſpered , ga- 
tering Churches out ofthe world into God, 
from place to place, even where they was 
not ſent for ; they went freely as they was 
moved of the holy Spirit : And ifany where 
they came was found worthy to receive 
them, with them they might eate ſreely what 
was ſet before them , where the Spirit was 
fee, but they did not ſeat themſelves in a 
LE Oo I Towne, 
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Towne, cr fay, this is my Pariſh, and this is 
my hire, {o much a yeare, but wandxed to _ 
and fro having no certaine dwelling place, 
nor was their bellyes 2ny part of the bar- 
gain, as to coming. preaching, ſtaying or go- . 
ing, as to any place. 
And when they had gathered a Church 
into the Spirit ard life ot Chriſt Ieſus, which 
brought them to meete together, then the 
did not Lordi over them in faith or conſci- Fa 
ence, neither was they called their Maſters, 
but ſtill ſervants for Chriſ# ſakg ; nor did they 2 (9p, 4, 5, 
et aglaſſe and ſet up, and if any ſpoke in 
their time, while they was ſpeaking , ſay " 
they broke their peace, and ſend them to pri- | 
ſon, but ſaid, all might propheſie, that all might 
be edified; and it was joy to them to heare 
any to ſpeake by the Spirit, either ſon or 
daughter. and ſome might ſpeake, and ſome 
might judge, of what was ſpoken ; And if P 
any thing was revealed to him that ſtood by, 1 Cor.L4 25 
the firſt was to hold his peace ; and the Spi- 30, 31» F< 
rit of the Prophets # ſubjet to the Prophets, 
Now this Church and its order we owne, 
where ever we find it tobe atter God, and 
in him; but when we meete with a company 
of people that denyes all this ; And if any be 
moved inthe Spirit. eyther to ſpeake while 
they are ſpeaking, or judge what they have 
a hog Then ta& teacher cryes away to 
priſon with him, and the people runs upon 
us all a heapes, ready to pull us to pieces 3 
this we owne not, nor doth Chriſt, nor the 
Scriptures owne it to be his Church, tn's is 
not the Spirit of the Prophets, nor ſubject to 


muted 


the Prophets, but the rude Spirit which tu- 
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mulied upon the Apoſtles and Prophets of 
old. 

So here is ſomewhat declared of the mini- 
ſiry we owne, 2nd his maintenance, but of 
ſuch a thing as a Clarke we read not in Scrip- 
tures, neither name nor office, And now let 
none thinke it ffrane= or an error in us, to 
compare & weigh aid iry and prove things, 
for we are chriſhans,& nave received the ſpi- 
rit that is of Ged,that we may knowthe things | 

x C0r.2. 12. that arc given to us of God, from things that 
| are of the world ; And we may not receive 
every one for a Minifter of Chriſt, who tells 

us he is, nor that for a Church that every one 
calls a Church, nor that for wor{hip which 

every one would impoſe upon us ſor things 

had nced of trying, and Spirits alſo, and we 

1 Fokn 4. 1. þold faſt that which s gaod 1ts true in the 
1 Theſ.5.21. world there be many Churches, and mathiw{[y 
1 Cor. 8.5,6, heads, Gods many, and Lords many, many 
faith w2ny opinions, but in Chriſt Ieſus 
gGalicd to ynity en all theſe things, fo 
we ny with the Churches of Chriſt in 
&, fous there is on: body, one Spirit, 
, one faith, one baptiſme, one God and fa- 
Fofall, mo a above all, and through all, and 
z4 all, And this one Godin us 1s, a Spirit, 
and wilf be worſhipped in ſpirit, 8& in truth, 
ſo of us he requires truth, and that we wor- 
ſiipno other things,nor bow tothem;zthough 
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oo all men have not this faith but can tollow a- 
Fi ny _ in their worſhip, which is the fa- 
_ - {11on of the Nation where they live, but this 

'- wearecalledoutof: And into that one wor- 


{hip we are come which is in ſpirit and truth, 
for in that is the father wor{hipped,and God 
| Al 
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hath ſought us out of the many worthips that 
are in the world, in Spirit to worthip him z 
and Chriſt ſaith, theſe are the true worthip- 
ers that ſo worſhip,and .nto this hath Chriſt 
Fa us, and in it he ownes us in his Spirit, and 
the Father ownes us,and tethfies to us in eve- F x 
ry enlightned con{cicnce, and in this we are Fa 
come to the Spirits vt juſt men, and they { 
owne us 3 And the {ctter of Scriptures it DB , 
' | ownes usalſo, and in this we have peace, 
though perſecuted. « \ 
But in all theſe, we read not in all the Go- 
ſpel worſhip, of any Temple made with hands, WJ 
to bind men to, nor Pariſh Churches, nor {\ 
preaching by the houre, nor for ſo much a x 
yeare, nor that ever Miniſter of Chriſt tooke > 
tyths, nor their hearers gave them, but con- 
feſfed Chriſtcome, and a free Goſpel,and faid & . 
we wboth the Prieſthood that tooke tyths, and the * 
Law by which they received them was diſa- Heb. 7. 
nulled by the ſufferings of Chriſt; nor dot we . 
read of ſbrinkling Infeftts, and calling that hap- & 
tizing them into the Church, nor doe weread 
of their ſinging Divids words in amecter, | 
nor praying in a forine, nor a Clarge tolead 5 
the Palme, and fay Amen 3 And much more ,* 
we might mention, which was never uſed ſo Fon 
in the true Church but is come to a forme 
ſince Popery came up,& the Scripture beares d, 
no taltimony thereto, as now theſe things + 
are uſed, and all that can be truely ſaid for 
them1s long cuſtomybut from plain Scriptures | 
they cannot prove them. 
Indeed weread 1n the Scriptures of truth, W 
of the Goſpel preaching, but it was not lIi- y. 
- Bitted to one hqulſe, nor by a glaſ, but from < 
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houſe to houſe, and Citic to Citie, and that 
by the Spirit,and their worſhip was in Spirit, 
they prayed with the Spirit , and they ſung 
with the Spirit,and he that had a Pſalme ſung 
it with the Spirit, and with underſtanding 
alſo ; And they worſhipped, and preached in 
fields and mountains, and fr-ets, & ſchooles, 
and markets, ani they prayed by Sea-ſhores, 
or in any place where God moved and led 
them by the Spirit of Teſus ; And all this we 


- owne which the Scriptures teſtifies to,in our 


meaſure ; And this is that we would have all 
brought to tryall, and that worſhip owned, 
which Chriſt and the Scriptures ownes, and 
none forced againſt it, by any meancs what- 
ſoever,which 1s come up ſince the Scriptures 
was written, and the Apoſtles times. 

And this motion,is not unreaſonable,hurt- 
full or dangerous to any, eſpecially (we = 
fay ) in this Nation, how can it be denyed, 
wherein all other tormes in words profeſſe 
the Scriptures to he a rule ſor all to walk by ? 
And to you al! ihis is our motion, that the 
Scriptures may be heard what it ſaith with- 
out wreſling, and what ſort of worthip it te- 
Nifies of, let that have the name to be of God, 
and then let none be iorced from it ; and if 
vou deny to he tryed in your faith and pro- 
fefſion, by that you have ſo long called your 
rule and touchſtone, and then reproath and 
perſecute them that walke in it,will not your 
own words judge you, before men,and thall 
not you walke under condemnation from 
God 1n your owne Conſciences. And thus in 
{hort have we ſhewed our deſires, and what 
wewould have in this thing, which might 
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rree every tender Conſcience from opprefit- 
on, and the Magtſirates of the Nations irom 
the guilt thereof before Go. 

Will you call your fe\yves Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrates, and Chriſtian Miniſters, and ſet your 
ſelves againſt what Chrift hath wrought by 
the power of his Syi1it , 2nd 1s now work- 


ing, and thinke you :*c doing him fervice,. 


when you are gri=ving h1s Spirit, and perſe- 
cuting himin his m:mbers, for doing that to 
which he immediately leads them now, as in 
the dayes of old ; 1s not this in effec to ſay, 
depart from our Nations, we will have none 
ofthy wayes, nor {hall any under our go- 
vernment, or that will follow our teachings 
obey thy Spirit if we can ſtop them by our 
power, isnot this to withſtand his appear- 
ance, and reſiſt the power that you proteſſe 
to rule for. 

Doe you not read in the As of the Apo» 
ſtles, what labour and ſuffering they under- 
went to bring people out of carnall rud\- 
ments and ordinances of men, and to bring 
them to the worſhip in ſpirit and truth alone, 
both as to time, place, and order 3 how did 
they run in hazard of their lives, into Tem- 
ples, Synagogues, and ſ<t places of worſhip, 
to bring them out of Temples made with 
hands, to worſhip where the Spirit ſhould 
lead them, without reſpett of places ; that ſo 
the words of the Lord Iefus might be fulfl- 
led, who had faid, Not in the Temple, nor in the 
mountaine, but inſþirit and in truth ſhould the F- 
they be wor/hipped;and did not Stephen loſe his 
lfe for telling them that God that made the 
world dwelt not in Temples made with hands ; 
an 


John 4. 21, 
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and Peul ſuftered for the fame teſtimony, and 
they told them the moſt high God, could nvt 
be worſhipped with mens hands, nor carnall 
things, but inſþr-ir. 2nd #1 ruth 5 And how of. 
ten was they turmvlicd and beaten, and their 
bloud ſhed for this (ch mony,againſt the beg- 
gerly rudiments,&%c47aa! ordinances of men, 
both of Iewes, who ad their ordinances 
from the letter} and -'f» che Gentiles who 
followed their cuſtomes, That out of all car- 
nall things they might bring them, to follow 
_ in fpirit, and thercin alone to ſerve 
im. 

And while you profeſle all this in words, 
will you be the men that will deny the very 
ſame in workes, and ſhall you be guiltleſſe, 
ſhall not both Tewes and Gentiles riſe in 
Iudgement againſt you, and condemne you, 
who a&s againſt knowledge, Scriptures, and 
your owne profeſſion? Andis it not ſo with 
you Rulers and Teachers of this generation? 
what force and cruelty hath been uſed to 
bring people back to your Idol temples made 
with hands, there to worſhip and no where 
Elſe, and to repaire them, and to bow to the 
cuſtomes of men there ſet up, for which there 
15 neither Scriptures nor example z even too 
many to mention , what impriſoning qnd 
tormenting of the ſpirituall worſhippers of 
the living God, hath there been in theſe laſt 
dayes for theſe things ? what ſuffcrings have 
ſome gone through, but for teſtify ing againſt 
theſe traditious carnal, & ſaying the Church 
muſt he in God,and that every one muſt come 
to be led by the ſpirit alone in all their whole 
worſhips, and ſo give the kingdome & lead- 
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/ 
ing ofhis people to the leading of Chriſt that 
ſpirit againcn all thitzgs pertaining to wor- 
ſhip, life and godline( : hath not this been a 
dangerous thing in this zge 72 beare this re- 
cord of God in Chrit, © -- to Hecome his 


witneſſeMhow many 14+ iHittheir liberties, 
their eſtates, and ire | 211 lives for this te- 
| fimony in word att. p -Ciiſe, which recon- 


ciles to God in al Þ:3 whole worſhip ?2and 
yet the ſame is read and preached,every firſt 
day among S+<m that doe this to ſuch as live 
the life thereof for icfus ſake ; theſe are nor 
the workes of Chriſtians indeed, in the Apo- 
Qles ſence, but of ſuch as know not God, nor 
the word of reconciliation, have not. 

How many have ſuffered in this age, but 
for reproving ſin in the gate, curſing, pride, 
lying, and ſwearing ; how have ſome been 
beaten,puld and hailed,and dragg'd through 
ſtreets and channells, and before Iudgement 
ſeats, and to priſons, for no other things; 
how many have wofully ſuffered , but tor 
preaching repetance through ſtreets,towns, 
and markets, in the name of the Lord, and by 
the Call of his holy Spirit 3 How many hun- 
dreds have been impriſoned for preaching 
the everlaſting Goſpel of Jeſus freely , in 
Townes, Temples, ſtreets, and markets, and 
from houſe to houſe, which was the manner 
of Gods meſſengers in the name of his Son 
eyer to doe, and for which they ſuffered ; 
How many have had their cloaths rent off 
their backs, and been ſhamefully beaten till 
they haye been left for dead, and afterward 
carried to priſon, for but asking a queſtion, 
-6x ſpeaking a word ina Steplchouſe, while 2 
man 
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man hath been ſpeaking things doubtſull, or 
not true, though this was the way of old, in 
which the ſervants of Chriſt walked, and by 
which he gathered the Churches into God 
in Spirit, and out of falſe 1orſhips ; And it 
was the manner of the Apoſtles ts enter into 
Synagogues and places of worſhips both of 
Jewes and Gentiles on their Sabbath dayes, 
and openly diſpute there with them betore 
their hearers, and then- whoſe hearts God 
touched,left their carnall worſhips and clave 
to Chriſt in ſpirit, which is now become a 
greater offence to this generation, then eyer 
it was eyther to Jewes or Gentiles 3 for I ne- 
ver read that ſimply for ſo diiputing, they 
either heat them or haled them to priſon, 
though they went ſometimes three Sabbath 
dayes together into one 3ynagogue, yea,the 
fiery Jews, who was ſet on miſchiefe againſt 
that way, yet this they could ſuffer in their 


\ Synagogue, as 15 teſtified Aﬀs 17. 2. and faith 


the Scri7. ures, the was by manrer. And 1h 
Ac :3. 4. it is ſaid, be reaſoned in the Synagogue 
every $abbn1h day at Corinth, where he conti- 
nued a veare 2nd ſix months teaching the 
word of God among them, verſ. 11. 

Now hath not this been the great offence 
of theſe: dayes, yea, I may ſay the chiefeſt 
crime which the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt hath 


> ſuffered for, in thisage, and none ſcarce ey- 


ther ruler or teacher 1s able to beare it once, 
which they could beare a yeare and above, 
among Iewes 2nd heathens ; fo that this way 
of Chriſt by which the Churches was gathe- 
red & called in the Apoſtles time, is become 
mor: abominable in the ſight of thoſe an cals 
thenm- 
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themſ::lves Chriſtians, then it was eyther to 
Iewes or heathens 3 And when neither laws 
of Iewes, Gentiles, nor heathens, that was 
made in times of popery,:70uld anſwer their 
wills againſtthis, then have they made new 
Lawes of their owne againſt this praftiſe, 
which themſelves rexd, believe and preach ; 
and this we cannot owne, that men ſhould 
withſtand that in workes which they pro- 
feſſe in words, arid ſceke to impoſe it upon 
others who ſerye God therein by the Spirit 
of Ieſus, and then cail themſelves Chriſtians, 
and ſay che Scriptures is their rule, who can- 
not beare it inthem that practiſe it in obedi- 
ence to Chriſt Icſus, 

And this is that we eontend for in allour 
ſufferings and aQtings,in the ſimplicity of our 
hearts, that our Lord and Maſter leſus Chriſt, 
may have his Preregative Royall reſtored to 
him, over his body, the Church,and every par- 
ticular member thereof, his Lordſhip,and Ma- 
ſterſhip, given to him alone of all his chil- 
dren, from leaſt to the greateſt, and that none 
elſe force it, or require it from him, but that 
his head(hip alone over hu Church,kis leadings, 
and the ſeate of his Iudgements, in every re- 
deemed foule and conſcience, may he reſto- 
red to him, and that he moy nave! "11 nzme 
and authority therein, and that none may 
preſume to take his authority to themſelves, 
while they give him faire words, & call hun, 
Lord, Lord, w neither doe his will in their 
own conſciences,nor ſuffer them that would; 
This I fay, is that we ſeeke now at the hands 
of men that are called Chriſtians, which by 
his own bloud,and by the precious ſuficrings 
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1m many of his obedicht ſervants of old, 
he once purchaſed out of the hands of the 
old perſecuters, and gave it as inheritance 
to his ſeed after him *t» all gencrations , 
to call him h-ad and Eovd in then and over 
them, in all things pertaining to worthip 
and conſcience, as the Scriprure of truth 1s 
evident, 

And this we ſay in his behalſe, and in 
the power of his name, where ever he ſends 
us, that though his adverſary of old, kath ta- 
ken this his purchaſed poſſeſſion from him, 
and now ſits where he ought not, command- 
ding in conſcience , over his ſubjeQs and 
creatures, compelling and forceing, tv obey 
his traditions and law from a carnall precept, 
or tradition of men, yet we ſay the right is 
Chriſts alone, and the whole kingdome of 
God in every conſcience he hath purchaſed 
with his bloud and great ſufferings of old ; 
thereſore we ſay toall forts of people, lvoke 
to him and walke in his light,all that looke to 
be ſaved; for we fay he1s agreat and mighty 
one, who though he have been as one gone a 
far jorney for a time, yet he is returned, and 
hath ſeene how his deare ſervants have been 
ettreated, and his little children ſpovied of 
their birth-right, and caſt out of their pur- 
chaſed poſition, aud heavenly kingdome, 
and now ſtrangers rule over their tender 
conſciences, and ſccke to defile them, with 
adultery and Idolatry, which is againſt their 
ſpiritfall birth, and breathing, and hunſelie 
robbed of his authoritie, and Sceptcr of his 
eycrlaſting Dominion, fox which hc he 
LICA' 
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tread nations 1n his wrath, and people in his 
hot diſpleaſure, even for Z'ons fake the Citie 
ofha glory, and he will ſpoyle the ſpoyler, 
and lead Captivity captive , and ſo will he 
make way for his mheritance, to come into 
their habitation of ref} 

And this we fay to ali people , GIVE 
© P, feave God, and grue glory to hu Name, for 
the houre of h» Judgements # come, and he will 
have dominion as of old, and his purchaſed 
poſſeſſion as ir. ancient dayes 3 But eſpecially 
to you who are called Chriſtians, and ment1- 
on his name, andcall h:m Lord, and profeſs 
the Scriptures, in words, which teſtifies of 
him, his ſufferings , and his purchaſe through 
bloud, and the eternall anoynting of the Fa- 
ther, ſworne unto him, by an everlaſting Co- 
venant,that he alone ſhall ſit on the ſpirituall 
throne, over the houſe of David for ever. that 
he may with his ſpirituall lceadings gather the 
out-caſts of Iſrael, and preſent to God all the 
precious among the people; have you not 
read you profeſiing Priefts and Rulers, that 


that God hath givefthim (or a witnefle to the 
people, a leader and commander ; that its he 


darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, to guide 
their feete in the way of peace 3 did God e- 
ver ſet any at ther) oht hand of power but he 
alone, that he might make his foes his foot- 
ſtoolez of whom he ſaith when he brings hun 


Jhip him 3 have you not read that its he a- 
lone that purgeth the Conſcience from dead 
D works, 


it is he alone that « th? l;ght of the world, and 1/-. 55. 4. 


thats —_—_ for alight to them that fit in Luk21. 79 
eſs 


into the world, Let all the Angels of God wor- Hb. 1. 4. 
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works, And will you not ſuffer him to reigne 
and governe thercin 3 hath not he quickned 
every living ſoule, and created anewgevery 
free Spirit, and would you take and keepe 
the kingdome therein, out of his hand, and 
rule there for another, or your ſelves, with 
force and cruelty t Is not this he for whom 
the Sabbath was made, and all the ordinan- 
ces under heaven ſpeakes his dominion ? 
And will you now read this and profeſſe, 
and withſtand him in the Conſciences of his 
tender people, and deny him to rule in his 
Church alone ?have you not read what God 
hath ſaid ofhim, and his enemies in the ſe» 
cond Pfalme 3 nay, are not all the Scriptures 
his, and teſtifie to him alone, as head over af, 
and ruler in ali his Saints ? And as you have 
heard. read, and profeſſed, his dominion 
more then heathens, and yet goe on to keepe 
it from him; ſo to you is his firſt appear.nce, 
to ſeeke his owne of you And if you perſiſt 
to deny him,its you muſt drinke the Cup firſt, 
that the heathcns may heare and feare his 
name irc m farre, and hys riſing appeare to 
all the ends of the world, that its he alone 
who is from everlaſting. at whoſe name eve- 
ry knee mult bow, and tongue contfeſle, to 
the right of his inheritance. 

And this turther 1 hy before you people 
of this Nation, who have long been crying 
for peace and ſettle ment in the Nations, an 
in your Rehgion, and you cry out of ſo ma- 
ny diviſions, and ſo many —_— "_ to 
you all, how ſhould you be otherwiſe, when 
VOU Will not come to the one vel;gion_ that 4 
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of God, and was in the beginning with God, 
and brought forth in time by Ieſus Chriſt, 
for the bringing all into God againe, and re- 
coriciling all ſorts of ſcattered people, who 
are ſcattered in the imaginations any cu- 
ſtomes of carnal! ſpirited men, from God the 
one good thing,into many things,rudiments, 
and traditions, wherein you can neither be 
reconciled to God, nor one to another ; for 
how is it like that ever that religion can re- 
concile to God, which ſets you a killing one 
another to uphoid it ? are you like to obtaine 
peace in that Spirit which in your hearts is 
the cauſe of enmity and warre or obtaine 
unitie fromthat roote, which hath thus ſcat- 
tered you n its fruits and off ſpring This is 
like the falſe Prophets of old , who would 
bite with their teeth, and cry p-ace. 

Nay this is not the way of ſettlement or 
laſting peace, THAT, you muſt have in re- 
turning 3 and making peace with the Srurit 
of Jeſus, you muſt kifle the Son and ſo make 
peace, for this hath be-:1 ſeene concerning 
you of theſe Nations, that if you owne not 
the light of Chriſt in ſpirit and truth, that he 
may lead you out of theſe many things which 
are not of -30d, and reconcile 1-0u to God in 
ſpirit and truth, there to wor(k:;> aim alone 
who is a Spirit, you will ere long be in 
bloud, eyther amongſt your {clyes, one a- 

inſt another, or elſe 12 the bloud of the 
innocent Lambs of Chri:t, which will not 
be tor your peace with Go:!, for he that hath 
letted your peace and fertleinent, is not y 
taken away, nor his power, who is that olc 
D 2 bloud- 
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bloud-ſucker, and divider of Nations, pev- 
ple, and tongues, about faith and religions, 
and with which a fire hath often been kind- 
led; nor can his power be ſtopped, but by 


C01.2.14, 1; the Spirit of the Lambe of God, which takes 


16, 17, 20, *Way ſin, and breakes downe the wall of 


21, 22. 


ſeparation, which is made about ordinances, 


Heb. 10, :1, litterall, ceremoniall, and traditionall, which 


can never ceaſe, but as men turne to the Spi- 
rit of the Lord leſus, That with the light of 
peace and truth you may be led into peace, 
truth, and unity, that wrath may be done a- 
way, and the ground thereof, and you and 
vour religion may be ſeticd on the ſounda- 
tion of truth , Chriſt Jeſus the chiefe corney 
tone, 2nd not upon, dayes, times, meats, 
drinks, and apparell, and other things which 
will periſh with the uſing, and fo will they 
that worſhip and not m the leadings of Chriſt 
alone. and God will ſhake the 1dolls of peo- 
ples minds, and all the glory of fleſh, that he 
alone may be exalted inthe earth, as he is in 
heaven. 

So if you will haye peace you muſt come 
to the Son of peace. and if you will have e- 
ſabliſhment, you muſt come to the toundati- 
on of the Prophets and Apoſtles of God for 
Ifay, matiy have been about to build a houſe 
for God to dwell in, with carnall things, and 
rudiments, and this they would bind him to, 
( & his people,) who is a Spirit, and his houſe 
muſt be hilt of ſpirituall men and women, 
who li%e living ſtones muſt grow up in his 
owne light and vertue into a holy temple in 
the Lord ; In which you muſt be builded to- 
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gether for an habitation of God through the 
Spirit, Eph. 2. 20, 21, 22. And this is Gods 
houſe built by Chriſtalone, with that which 
1s elect and precious, not with gold and gar- 
ments, or ob{ervations of periſhing things, 
but with xedecmed ſoules by the bloud of 
Icſus oat of their vane converſation, and 
gathered into the Spirit of truth and lite, 
and power, to worthip God who is a Spi- 
rit, in ſpirit & truth 3; and this is Gods houſe 
at this Now which was his houſe in the A- 
poſtles dayes, who dwells not in Temples made 
with hands, as faith the Apoſtles, nor with 
mens hands is worſhipped , but with him 
thats poore in ſpirit , and of a broken and con- 

write heart, to him will I Iooke.. ſaith the Lord, 
ond there will I dwell ; And the bodyes of his 
holy people are the Temples of the living 
God, as he hath ſaid, 1 will dwell in them, and 
walke in them, and | will be their God, and 
they ſhall be my people, 2 Cor. 6.15. And un- 
till you come to this building of God in your 
{clyes', God will not dwell with you 1n 

peace, but all your buildings will he cofound, 

and not accept your ſacrifice, and then the 

Devill will enrage you againſt Gods houſe 

nd ſpirituall building, even his poore de- 

piſed people them to deſtroyzlike Cain when 

Is ſacrifice was not accepted in his owne: 

11l, 

But it you turne tothe Lord who is that 
pirit, then will he cauſe his light to ſhine 
n your hearts, to give you an heavenly 
underftanding, and he will puthis Spirit 1n 
Your inwacd parts, and fill you wit =_ 

. vent 


——_— 


os they worſhip, and ſuch the Father » now ſee 
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venly power, and will let you ſee the l1ve- 

ly Image of truth and peaces and he will 

IJa. 25. 738 take way the vale of the Covering that 
is ſpeed over all Nations, from which ari- 

2 Cor.3. 1G, tes all their carnall comprehenſions, and car- 
17, 18, .nall worſhips of the inviſible ſpirituall God, 
and he will alſo ſwallow up death m vieto- 
ry, which now worketh in the Nations, to 
kill one another about religion and wor- 
fhip, without ſpirit and life, fo will you 
come to he taught his true worſhip, who 
1s 2 Spirit, and become true worthippers 
m Spirit , and fo grow up in his know- 
icedge, and he will owne your —_— 
whom as yet you have neithey heard h» 
37+ woyce at any time , nor ſeene hx ſhape. And 
Chriſt ſaith: of ſuch worſhippers, Tou wor- 
Jhip you know not what ;, but the true wor 
{ſhippers worſhip in faith, and know what 


John 5 


ing to worſhip him, ſaith Chriſt Ieſus, Jobs # 
22, 23, 24. | 
And this is the thing oh England, the 
Luke 19.42* concernes thy peace with thy God in thi 
Luke 10.41, thy day ,, whe art Combred with man} 
42. - things, about Chriſt and worſhip, but neg 
lets the one thing needfull, for thy ever 
laſting peace and eſtabliſhment , and to bring 
thee into that worſhip of Spirit , witho 
which God carinot accept theg, and that re 
James 1.27, ligion which is pure, and \undefiled in thi 
fight of God , which will keepe thee un 
ſpotted in the world, which till thou tur! 
to, thou wilt be working againſt the Sp! 
fit of God, through the darkneſſe of en 
mny 
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mity , that is 1n t1ee, and he will certain- 
ly worke againſt thee , except thou re» 
pent, 


THE END. 


Flizehbeth 8 hn % 
"WV 


"Sy 


—& 


* 


1h; jp j; 


Clogs For rf, 
f} OT = 
/ 


6. ſypevth Pa {MS AalV 
io, Lou IJ00 


| 1 1 F- & WBI/11041 / 700 


